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aster plan, creating a disaster supply kit, and staying aware of current
weather situations.

While citizens make preparations to keep themselves safe, the Federal
Government is maintaining our commitment to improve forecasts to
provide advance warning and to coordinate effective emergency re-
sponse. The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency
Management Agency is also working on a plan to better position dis-
aster equipment and supplies, so Federal resources to support local
emergency services arrive quickly.

While no policy can eliminate the threat that hurricanes pose to lives
and property, cooperation among citizens and Federal, State, and local
officials can reduce the dangers and provide a more effective response
to these storms.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 16
through May 22, 2004, as National Hurricane Preparedness Week. I call
upon government agencies, private organizations, schools, news media,
and residents in hurricane-prone areas to share information about hur-
ricane preparedness and response, and to implement steps to minimize
storm damage and save lives. I also call upon Americans living in the
coastal areas of our Nation to use this opportunity to learn more about
how to protect themselves against the effects of hurricanes and tropical
storms.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7787 of May 14, 2004

Small Business Week, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The dedication and entrepreneurial spirit of small business owners are
vital to our Nation’s economic growth and prosperity. We celebrate
Small Business Week to applaud the efforts of America’s small busi-
ness men and women in our communities.

Small businesses are a central part of America’s economy. They create
approximately 70 percent of new private sector jobs in this country. As
our Nation’s economy continues to grow stronger, we must encourage
their spirit of enterprise.

To help small businesses invest and create more jobs, we have de-
creased the tax burden. We have given small business men and women
a fair chance to bid on government contracts. We have a plan to create
more opportunity for America’s small businesses and workers by mak-
ing health care costs more affordable and predictable; streamlining reg-
ulations and paperwork requirements; reducing frivolous lawsuits;
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making America less dependent on foreign sources of energy; and per-
manently eliminating the death tax.

In this Small Business Week, we salute America’s small business own-
ers and entrepreneurs and workers for their contributions to America’s
prosperity and for making our Nation better and stronger.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 16
through May 22, 2004, as Small Business Week. I call upon all the peo-
ple of the United States to observe this week with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs that celebrate the achievements of
small business owners and their employees and encourage and foster
the development of new small businesses.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7788 of May 14, 2004

World Trade Week, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Participating in the world economy makes America’s economy strong-
er. By opening new markets for American products and services, bring-
ing lower prices and more choices to American consumers, and attract-
ing foreign companies to invest and hire in the United States, free and
fair trade helps create better jobs for American workers. During World
Trade Week, we celebrate the benefits trade brings to our citizens, our
economy, and to countries and people around the world.

Since World War II, the United States has led the world in advancing
trade to create jobs for American workers, increase choice for con-
sumers, and ensure that quality American goods and services are sold
on every continent. Today, millions of American jobs depend on our
goods and services being sold overseas, and foreign-owned companies
and their suppliers employ millions of Americans here at home.

My Administration has aggressively negotiated trade agreements that
slash foreign tariffs and remove the barriers to selling American goods
and services around the world. Since 2001, we have entered into free
trade agreements with Chile and Singapore and concluded negotiations
with Australia, Morocco, the Dominican Republic, and five countries
in Central America. Free trade agreement negotiations with Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru, Panama, Bahrain, Thailand, and five member countries
of the Southern African Customs Union are in progress or about to
begin. We are also working with our neighbors in the Western Hemi-
sphere to create a Free Trade Area of the Americas that will form the
world’s largest common market and improve the lives of citizens in
America and these countries. By opening foreign markets to American
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